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About the Arab Open University:

The Arab Open University (AOU) is a sustainable development

and educational non-profit project. Its headquarters is based in
Kuwait and it has eight branches operating in a number of Arab
countries: Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Bahrain,
Oman and Sudan. It has recently signed an agreement with the
Palestinian Authority to open the ninth branch in Palestine. In addition, it
looks forward to opening new branches in Morocco and Yemen in addition
to all Arab capitals to achieve the vision of AOU’s founder, HRH Prince Talal bin
Abdulaziz, Chairman of the AOU Board of Trustees.

AOU Mission: | g

Develop and disseminate knowledge, and
build expertise according to international
quality standards without time or geographical
barriers for the sake of contributing and
preparing manpower for development needs,
and to building a science and knowledge
society in the Arab countries.

AOU Objectives:

The University aims, through its services, to
contribute to the wellbeing of the community
by providing opportunities for

education, self and continuing learning. It aims
as well to make available trained manpower
and to create the appropriate environment

for university studies and scientific research,
especially in the areas of human knowledge, modern technologies and other Arab society
developmental needs.



Accreditation:

TITILLEES
All AOU programmes and certificates are accredited and approved by « g £y
the official institutions in all the countries of its branches and the

Validation Partnership in the Open University, UK (OU-UK)

Graduation Certificate:

A graduate who finished one of Bachelor’s Degrees accredited by OU-UK will
obtain two graduation certificates, one from AOU and another from OU-UK.

Tuition Fees:

AOU follows the credit hour system. Tuition fees are calculated based on the total number

of credit hours for which a student is registered. As being a non-profit educational project,
AOU offers students to follow their education at nominal fee. The fees the University receives
are distributed on operational costs and developing infrastructure as well enhancing the quality
of offered services.

Student Fund:

Student Fund provides financial assistance to underprivileged students in accordance with
fairness standards. It also grants scholarships to top students of the University and high school
graduates in addition to those students with outstanding performance in local and international
sports activities.
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Why Study Business?

Nowadays, the world is a small place with business becoming more and more of a global
endeavour. The Business Studies Programme reflects this trend by delivering international
modules and standards to its students. The strong emphasis on the practical application of
theory through the use of case studies and problem-solving tasks makes studying business
highly appealing for those attracted to the collaborative and friendly learning environment
offered by AOU.

Studying business will equip students with the knowledge to succeed in their chosen field. This
is through developing students’ skills in analytical and critical thinking; creative approach to
problem solving; decision-making; persuasive written and oral communication; numeracy and
the ability to research, interpret and use business and financial data; self-reliance, initiative and
the ability to manage time, projects and resources; appreciation of the causes and effects of
economic and other external changes.

Business Studies Potential Careers:

The Business Studies programme prepares you for a career in business, which may stretch across
any sector or industry. Your career options are therefore varied. You could also use your business
degree to pursue roles within SMEs (small- to medium-sized enterprises), innovative new start-
ups, charities, non-profit organizations and NGOs. If you have a bright idea and the knowledge
to back it up, you may even consider launching
your own business. The following is a sample of
the potential careers:

« Fields of management and communication

« Entrepreneur « Financial analyst

« Investment banking - Systems Practitioner
« HR Specialist +Trading
+ Management consultancy

« Teaching/training

+ Marketing

+ Market research

« Advertising

« Investment banking

« Retail management

« Public relations

« Sales




Registration and Admission:

To be admitted to any B.A. programme offered by AOU, the student
should fulfill the following conditions:

+ Obtain a general secondary school certificate or equivalent.
« Fulfill any other conditions determined by the University or competent

authorities of the Branch country.

Faculty of Business Studies Programmes:

By virtue of the partnership between AOU and OU-UK, FBS offers state-of-the art,
cutting-edge programmes in accordance with the international standards. FBS graduates
receive the degree of Bachelor of Business Studies in one of the following accredited tracks
at a number of the AOU branches:

.

Management
Marketing
Accounting
Accounting (Arabic)
Economics

Systems Practice
Finance/ Microfinance
HR

In addition, AOU delivers Master of Business Administration (MBA) at some of its branches.

Teaching and Learning Methodology:

+ FBS bears in mind the importance of developing the skills of independent learning through
activities of face to-face and distance learning. The adopted methodology, which relies on the
blended learning approach, gives the opportunity to students to study and proceed in their
careers simultaneously. This methodology seeks to create a generation adopting innovation,
critical thinking and problem solving.
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Faculty of
Business
Studies (FBS)

Faculty of
Business
Studies
Goals

Arab Open University’s Faculty of Business Studies (FBS) is non-traditional in
approach, creative in application, and unique in perspective. FBS is the Arab
World's most comprehensive blended learning business school, offering the
full spectrum of business and management education delivered with the
flexibility, accessibility and quality that students expect from such a leading
blended learning university.

Students in the Business Studies Programme will have a broad understanding
of business organizations, their key elements, wider considerations such as
environments, markets and processes, and how all these work together.
They will learn how to develop strategies, analyze risks, and decision making
process. They will have an insight into essential business functions such as
marketing, accounting and finance.

+ Provide students with the knowledge to succeed in their chosen field
and ensure the development of skills in problem solving, ethical decision
making, communications, teamwork, and leadership.

« Increase students’ abilities and confidence to handle managerial, financial
and administrative activities.

« Enable students understand how key forces like the economy, the state
and the system influence and interact with business.

« Teach students how to apply the most recent and innovative developments
in systems thinking to areas such as information systems, organizational
change and professional practice.

« Acquire and provide knowledge about the different approaches to the
analysis and explanation of business problems; how to set targets and plan
how to achieve them.

« Attract, and retain faculty dedicated to education, scholarship and the
mission of the FBS.



Headquarters

Al-Ardiya Industrial Area
P.0.Box: 3322 Al-Safat 13033 - Kuwait
Tel.: + (965) 24394145
www.arabou.edu.kw

Business Studies
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